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Dame Ruth Nita Barrow, GCMG, DA
Convenor, NGO Forum on Women, Nairobi, 1985
First Woman Governor General of Barbados, 19901995




Dr Devaki Jain

Dr Jain stated, “the
ethic of the women’s
movement is inclusive
of difference, and
respect for democracy”
and called for collective
transformative actions,
“to roll back the
overwhelming force of
the current paradigm of

development.” [Devaki
Jain 2000:4-5]




“I welcome changes in
Caribbean gender
systems will occur in the
pores of society, not
between the pages of
journals, let us ensure we
do not relegate feminist
activism to . .. some
episodic phenomenon,
that is anachronistic,
post-feminist and
seemingly out of place in
the Caribbean’s
contemporary.”
[Barriteau 2019: 15]




Stephanie Leitch:
Founder and
Director of

WOMANTRA

Tonya Haynes
Founder - Code
Red for Gender

Justice,
CatchaFyah, A
Caribbean
Feminist Network

Ronelle King
Founder: Life in
Leggings

Latoya Nugent
Co-founder:
Tamborine Army




Comlng Into Our Own"
Women and Pwer in the Caribbean
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Politics of Engagement Have Changed




Hon. Mia Mottley, QC,
MP
Prime Minister of
Barbados, 2018present

215t Century Women
Caribbean Leaders

Her Excellency Paula
Mae Weekes, ORTT
President of Trinidad
& Tobago, 2018
present

The Most Hon. Portia
Simpson Miller, QC, MP
Prime Minister of
Jamaica, 20062007 &
20122016

Hon. Kamla Persad
BissessarPBS, SC, MP
Prime Minister of Trinidad
and Tobago, 201€2015;
Leader of the Opposition,
2015present

Dame Louise Lake-Tack,
GCMG DStJ
Governor General of
Antigua and Barbuda,
20072014

Dame CécileLa
Grenade, GCMG, OBE
Governor General of
Grenada, 2013present

Dame C.Pearlette
Louisy GCSL, GCMG
Governor General of
St. Lucia, 19972017

Hon. Paula Cox, CBE
Premier of Bermuda,
20162012

Dame Sandra Mason,
GCMG, DA, QC
Governor General of
Barbados, 2017present




Working Women: Social and
Economic Realities




Caribbean Women’s Movement in

Retreat Since the 1990s

For two decades post Beijing, Caribbean
feminists were accused of marginalising
Black men and working to place men in
crisis. Commentators cautioned that the
gains that women were making were

creating disadvantages for men.
[Barriteau 2003]
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Are Women Activists finally
coming to terms with Power,
autonomy, financial power,
confidence to occupy and
control cultural, economic,
political and social spaces?



1. Are women activists deploying resources
of confidence and organisational
strategies to challenge and change
multiple and diverse conditions of
inequality?

2. Why does the intersection of women and
power matter in a region where
commentators have long argued that
Caribbean women are all powerful?






